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The writer speaksto the intellect andthe heartof mankind, to all
in anyagewho canunderstandhim. (H.D. Thoreau)



Id etiamde isto equomemoratumest, quod, 
cum insidensin eoAlexander bello Indicoet 
facinorafaciensfortia in hostiumcuneumnon 
satissibiprovidensinmisissetconiectisque
undiquein Alexandrumtelis vulneribusaltis in 
cerviceatquein latereequusperfossusesset, 
moribundustamenac propeiamexsanguis
e mediishostibusregemvivacissimocursu
retulit atque, ubi eumextra tela extulerat, ilico
conciditet domini iamsuperstitissecurusquasi 
cum sensushumanisolacioanimamexspiravit.

Gellius, Noctes Atticae, 5.2.4 
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Word Order

The EmergenceandDevelopment of SVO Patterning
in Latin andFrench (Bauer ς1995)

Latin Word Order (Stephens & Devine ς2006)

Constituent Order in ClassicalLatin Prose( Spevak ς
2010)

Lezen als Romeinen: niet enkel een kwestie van 
syntaxis (Verbaal ς2014)



AppliedResearch Project

How can linguistic knowledge of Latin word 
order contribute to the development of a 
reading method in which the very patterns of 
Latin word order form the basis of a systematic 
way of reading?



Educationaldesign research

ÅneedsandŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜǎ Ҧ obstacles

Ҧ άǿŀƴǘǎέ

Åiterativephasesof testing, evaluatingand
refining

Åfinal formal evaluation

Plomp, T. & NieveenN. (eds). An introduction to Educational 
Design research. 



Obstacles

- lengthof the sentence

- lackof structureςanythinggoes

- tunnel vision: eachword by itself

- lackof selfconfidence

- conversionto Dutch



Criteria for design

- grip, handhold

- structure

- evaluation

- textbooks

- startingfrom the 1st year



translate
parse
analyse
decode
get a grip on
tackle
Χ





I Colometricarrangement

II Word order 

III Visualisation





Thissentencecanbeseenin oneglance.



Tum Sabinaemulieres, quarumex iniuriabellum 
ortum erat, crinibuspassisscissaqueveste, victo
malismuliebripavore, ausaese inter tela
volantiainferre, ex transversoimpetu facto 
dirimereinfestasacies, dirimereiras, hinc
patres, hincvirosorantes, ne sanguine se 
nefandosocerigeneriquerespergerent, ne 
parricidiomacularentpartussuos, nepotumilli, 
hi liberumprogeniem. 

Livius, 1,13
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άNemo cum Prophetasversibusviderit esse
descriptosmetro eosaestimetapudHebraeos
ligari, et aliquidsimile haberede Psalmis, vel
operibusSalomonis; sedquod in Demostheneet 
Tulliosoletfieri, ut per cola scribanturet 
commata, qui utiqueprosa, et non versibus
conscripserunt: nosquoqueutilitati legentium
providentes, interpretationemnovam, novo 
scribendigeneredistinximusΦέ



Stellarumautemglobi terraemagnitudinemfacile
vincebant;

Cic. De rep. 6.16
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Basic principle

setting  

ŎƻƭƻǳǊ    /hw9  specification

pro - scribe - ba - t - ur

magna navis oneraria
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Basic principle

ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ    CORE  specification

nominal block + verbalblock

perspectiveςobjectiveςinvolved
(keyplayer)           (2nd player)



Basic principle

ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ    CORE  specification

nominal block + verbalblock

perspectiveςobjectiveςinvolved
Ariovistus legatos ad eum



Basic principle

ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ    CORE  specification

nominal block + verbalblock

setting + relation
Ariovistuslegatosad eum /               mittit



Basic principle

setting  /hw9  specification

Å Adverbs: Diu, Tandem, SaepeΣ Χ

Å Nounphrases: Posterodie, Media nocteΣ Χ

Å Subordinate clauses: Diucum essetpugnatum, 

Å Ablativeabsolutes: SententiisdictisΣ Χ



Basic principle

ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ    /hw9  specification

Å Subordinate clausesof purpose, result, 

restrictivecondition, explanatorycause

Å Specificationof anelement in the core



Basic principle

setting  /hw9  specification

CognitoCaesarisadventu  
Ariovistuslegatosad eummittit
ut conloquiumpostularent.
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Morphology

adverbials subject object (D) object (I) adverbials Predicate

abl/acc nominative accusative dative abl/acc verb
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Position

adverbials subject object (D) object (I) adverbials predicate

abl/acc nominative accusative dative abl/acc verb

setting perspective objective involved setting relation

Posterodie Arpineiuset 
Iunius

quae
audierant

ad legatos / deferunt.

Posterodie quae
audierant

Arpineiuset 
Iunius

ad legatos / deferunt.

Posterodie ad legatos quae
audierant

Arpineiuset 
Iunius

/ deferunt.






